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chapters on the antiseptic and aseptic protective dressings ; other 
methods of treating wounds; general rules for the application of 
bandages and retention appliances; the sick-bed of the patient; im¬ 
mobilization appliances and dressings ; and the application of immo¬ 
bilizing dressings made of materials which gradually harden. The 
third and last section is given to surgical pathology and therapy, and 
is made up of chapters on inflammations and injuries; injuries and 
surgical diseases of the soft parts; injuries and surgical diseases of 
bone; injuries and diseases of joints, and tumors. 

The work is thoroughly up to date. “ Asepsis,” says the author, 
“ has taken the place of antisepsis in operations.” And further, 
“ One should operate as dry as possible, and avoid irrigating and 
washing out the wound with bichloride solutions whenever this can 
be done.” “ Since I began to make less free use of the poisonous 
antiseptics, I have no longer observed this aseptic wound fever. ’ ’ 
These are sentiments directly in line with modern surgical thought. 

Each subject is treated concisely, though nothing is omitted. 
Even the care of hypodermic needles is given some attention ; and 
such subjects as muscular hernia, dislocations of muscles and tendons, 
dislocations of nerves, and progressive myositis ossificans multiplex 
are not omitted. 

But little space is given to historic considerations. The value of 
the work is enhanced by the author’s own original researches, espe¬ 
cially his experiments in the histogenesis of new connective-tissue 
formations and in the anatomy and physiology of skin-grafting. 

Tumors are briefly treated. Throughout the whole work are 
references to the author’s Special Surgery. 

The translators have done their work well, and, notwithstanding 
that we encounter “ colour” and “ behaviour,” we are still pleased to 
be assured by the title-page that they live in New York, 

Blood-Serum Therapy and Antitoxins. By George E. Krieger, 

M.D. Chicago: E. H. Colegrove & Co., 1895. 

Until the scientific study of the etiology of diseases was begun, 
therapeutics was based upon the vaguest sort of empiricism. It has 
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been to the scientific mind the most unattractive of all the depart¬ 
ments of medicine, when, indeed, it should be the very end and 
object of our science. According to Rossbach, “For thousands of 
years mankind has experimented in this direction, and the result has 
been the discovery of but four remedies for three diseases.” Panacese 
have come and gone. 

We are now witnessing the dawn of the era of therapeutics. 
The new serum remedies are the outcome of scientific studies of the 
etiology of diseases, and differ from the old remedies in that they 
represent the end of a scientific sequence rather than the beginning 
of an empirical hypothesis. 

This little work of Dr. Krieger’s explains the nature and method 
of the new therapy. It contains chapters on the blood-serum 
therapy, toxins and toxalbumins, tetanus, and diphtheria. It can be 
read to advantage by those who would have an insight into this inter¬ 
esting and important subject of the day. 

Transactions of the American Orthopaedic Association. Eighth 

Session, Vol. VII. Philadelphia: Published by the Association, 

1895. 

This volume contains a number of excellent papers both from 
the regular members and from the corresponding members of the 
Association. Judging from the quality of the articles published, this 
session, under the presidency of Dr. Phelps, must have been an 
eminent success. Of the non-residents who prepared papers for this 
meeting are Owen, of London ; Grattan, of Cork ; Kaptein, of Hol¬ 
land ; Lorenz, of Vienna; Little, of London ; and Schede, of Ham¬ 
burg. The discussions tend somewhat in the direction of the popular 
saying of Lorenz, “Man hat in der Orthopedie viel zu wenig mit 
der Elasticitat der Theile gerechnet.” This is especially attested in 
Dr. Moore’s paper on “The Abuse of Phelps’s Operation for Club- 
Foot.” 

The volume is well gotten up and contains a number of illustra¬ 
tions. 


